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Q.1. Give reasons for the following:

(a) Woodblock print only came to Europe after 1295.

Woodblock printing was first developed in China and spread to other parts of
East Asia. It came to Europe after 1295, when Marco Polo returned from China
and introduced this technology. Before this, Europeans did not know about
woodblock printing because there was little direct contact between Europe and
China. Once known, the technique gradually spread and was later further
improved in Europe.

(b) Martin Luther was in favour of print and spoke out in praise of it.

Martin Luther recognized the power of the printing press to spread his ideas
widely. In 1517, his “Ninety Five Theses” were printed and circulated across
Germany, quickly reaching large audiences{Luther’s other writings and his
translation of the New Testamen{ sp‘rlead rapidlil, thanks to print, selling in the
thousands. He saw print as a gift, from God that helped spread truth and
believed it created a new public for refglous debate, criticising Church abuses

and leading to the Protestant Reformation.

(c) The Roman Cathoh@&%LI Tem a? Ihd . of Prohibited Books
from the mid-sixteent

After the invention of pru?b elrgiije ﬁ halj,enged the teachings and
authority of the Church. Reb e&aﬁ pi t@w own interpretations of
faith, which worried the Church. To control the spread of ideas seen as
dangerous or heretical, the Roman Catholic Church maintained an “Index of

Prohibited Books” (from 1558 onwards), censoring publications and restricting
what believers were allowed to read.

(d) Gandhi said the fight for Swaraj is a fight for the liberty of speech, liberty
of the press, and freedom of association.

Gandhi emphasized these freedoms because, under colonial rule, the British
severely censored the Indian press, restricted freedom of expression, and
banned associations that were critical of government policies. The Vernacular
Press Act and actions against nationalist journalists (like Tilak) were used to
suppress public opinion. Gandhi believed that true Swaraj (self-rule) was
impossible without these basic freedoms, as they enable public debate,
criticism, and mobilization against injustice.
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Q.2. Short Notes:

(a) The Gutenberg Press:

Johann Gutenberg developed the first movable-type printing press in the mid-
15th century in Germany. This invention allowed quick, cheap, and high-quality
production of books. It led to a revolution in the spread of knowledge and
literacy in Europe.

(b) Erasmus’s idea of the printed book:

Erasmus, a prominent scholar, appreciated print for spreading knowledge but
also worried about the mass production of trivial and irreligious books. He
feared that the flood of new books might lower the quality of scholarship and
spread false or harmful ideas. r‘ 1* I

(c) The Vernacular Press Act: ‘ 0 jf(,
Passed by the British in 1878, the Vernacular Rress Act aimed to control the
Indian-language press. It gave the govg’nme@owers to censor, warn, and

confiscate printing machinery from ahy newsJ,Qaper publishing seditious
content. It targeted Indian-owned newspapers and was widely opposed.

NI . V8D

(a) Women:

Print culture opened more educational opportunities for women. Books,
magazines, and novels began to be produced specifically for women. Literary
works encouraged reading and writing among women and inspired many—like
Rashsundari Debi and others—to publish their own writing.

(b) The poor:

Cheap printed books and magazines became available, helping the poor access
information, instruction, and stories. Labourers and small farmers could read
pamphlets on rights, social reform, and entertainment, bringing new ideas
even to rural areas.

(c) Reformers:

Social and religious reformers used print to spread new ideas on widow
remarriage, caste, social justice, and education. Journals and newspapers
allowed them to challenge old beliefs, debate with society, and spread
reformist messages widely and quickly.
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Q.4. Innovations in printing technology (19th century):

« Richard Hoe’s power-driven cylindrical press (mid-19th century) printed
thousands of sheets per hour, great for newspapers.

« The offset press (late 19th century) for printing in multiple colours.

« Electrically operated presses (20th century) sped up printing and made it
more efficient.

Q.5. Why did some people in 18 em:ury Egrope think print culture would
bring enlightenment and end de A sm? g y

o Print helped spread ideas ch saence reasonlng, and rights beyond
scholars to the public. // & B

o Writings of scientists (Newton) p‘mlosephers (Voltaire, Rousseau), and
reformers cwculated W|der, encouraglng debate and questioning of
authority. N7 .

e Print culture sparked pu |a ogue, support‘mg the Enlightenment

values of ranonallt& ? 'giﬂnE\cSogress—seen as a way to

challenge absolute rulers and unjust traditions.

Q.6. Why did some people fear the effect of easily available printed books?
Example from Europe and India.

« Europe: Religious and political leaders feared that uncontrolled print
would spread rebellious, heretical, or politically dangerous ideas—as
occurred with the Protestant movement (Martin Luther’s writings).

« India: Some conservative groups feared that print would corrupt
women’s morals (reading novels/romances) or undermine caste and
religious hierarchies.

Q.7. Effects of print culture for the poor in 19th-century India:
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Cheap books and magazines increased access to stories, information,
and education for the poor.

Public libraries and social reform pamphlets spread new ideas.

Reading campaigns, especially about rights and social reform,
encouraged the poor to demand justice and participate in social change.

Q.8. How did print culture assist the growth of nationalism in India?
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Print spread new ideas, enabled debate, and connected people across
regions.

Newspapers and leaflets r“_ on cole

political awareness.

Literature and images—Ii
national identity.

Print united communities, inspired mass movements, and was a key tool

in the strugglefch#rT R I X
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